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Aid Accountability Group, Bangladesh has been come out through a process of conducting National Seminar on CSOs and Aid Effectiveness held in 2007 jointly organized by VOICE and the Reality of Aid Network. Participants of the seminar felt necessities of forming a platform of civil society actors working more closely and substantially contributory to make it more effective for development effectiveness. 

Participants also believe in coordinated efforts of CSOs that can help urging donors and government for aid effectiveness as said in Paris Declaration following its five principles and 56 commitments. And also, it believes that a coordinated platform can help to suggest government over the issues around `aid’ and `development’ that can really work for aid and development effectiveness.. The group can act as pressure group as well as help doing research on the use of aid. It also can help raising critical awareness of people and consequently lead to actions to make aid more effective for the results on the ground. 

The national seminar was held in the national press club, Dhaka on 9 September 2007 with the presence of 85 participants of different categories consisting of research and campaign organizations, advocacy and human rights organizations, women organizations, trade union, NGOs, CSOs etc. The Chairperson of the global network The Reality of Aid Mr. Antonio Tujan attended the progrmme who also expressed solidarity and endorsed the recommendations to form a civil society platform. 

Later, on the Multi-stakeholder consultation on CSOs and aid effectiveness held in BRAC Centre, Dhaka on 10 September 2007, the issue of forming a platform of CSOs was also reiterated by a number of participants. 

Thus the network of CSOs, NGOs was formed and named ‘Aid Accountability Group’. The Group belongs to around many organizations, but the Management Committee consists of Wave Foundation, Unnayan Onneshan, VOICE, Angikar Bangladesh, Incidin, Prip Trust and Lokoj.

VOICE, the member of the Reality of Aid has been working on aid issue since 2003. And it took the initiative of conducting the seminar along with holding consultations and acted as the Country Convener. It has also the experience of doing programmes on aid conditionality and accountability and been following the global process on aid effectiveness and development effectiveness directly on a global scale including participating the DAC-Working Party meetings. As a member of The Reality of Aid Network, it has been closely working with the global actors on aid effectiveness. 

Aid Accountability Group is the platform of CSOs and NGOs in Bangladesh working towards aid and development effectiveness. VOICE has been nominated and selected to play the role of being secretariat of the Aid Accountability Group. 

The activities done so far :

· Form and facilitate the group and act as the Secretariat

· Organize a series of meetings of organizing committee of AAG

· Hold Multi-stakeholder national seminar on aid effectiveness in 2007

· Conduct press conferences on aid effectiveness

· Mobilize the media for better understanding of the issue

· Contribute to the RoA report 2008

· Write on the issue in national newspaper and int’l magazine

· Hold Multi-stakeholder national seminar on aid effectiveness in 2008

· Building networking with Government’s departments

· Networking and communications with donors and CSOs, NGOs and stakeholders

· Materials productions and printing publications, such as, translation of Paris Declaration in Bangla, Harmonization Action Plan, CSOs Position Paper, Accra Action Agenda, Issue paper and concept paper, joint cooperation strategy (JCS), and disseminate

· Study on Food Aid in Bangladesh

· Conduct interview of civil society and economists

· Make a documentary clip on `Perception of Aid’ 

· Prepare CD and DVD 

· Participate in Government’s (ERD) programme on aid effectiveness process
· Participate in the Paris meeting and Canada meeting

· Participate in RoA Asia meeting in Manila

· Participate in regional meeting in Bangkok

· Participate in Accra HLF
· Organize Consultation on the role of civil society in Dhaka in January 2010
Note: Many of the activities are done in cooperation with VOICE and Reality of Aid Network while VOICE has been consistently working on the issues around ‘aid’ since 2003. 

